Evaluation of the behavior of carcinoembryonic antigen in cirrhotic patients.
Benign liver diseases are a cause of increased serum levels of CEA. We studied the behavior of CEA in 86 patients with liver cirrhosis who underwent extensive clinical and laboratory evaluation. We found abnormal CEA levels in 38.4% of the patients (28.6% Child's grade A, 40.6% Child's B, and 42.4% Child's C) with a mean of 4.75 ng/ml. Significant differences were found between patients and controls. There was a trend towards higher levels of CEA in more severe cirrhosis according to Child's classification, although this was not significant. We found significant correlations between CEA and some liver tests, including glycocholic acid (r = 0.264., p = 0.012), a marker of severity in liver diseases. The increase of CEA in these patients is probably due to alterations in its metabolic processing caused by hepatocellular dysfunction. Moderate elevations of serum CEA can be expected in cirrhotic patients independently of malignancy.